22        PEOTECTION OE FREE TEADE.
The doctrines of free trade have been intertwined with teachings that throw upon the laws of nature responsibility for the poverty of the laboring class, and foster a callous indifference to their sufferings. On the same grounds on which they have condemned legislative interference with commerce, free-trade economists have condemned interference with hours of labor, with the rate of wages, and even with the employment of women and children, and have united protectionism and trades unionism, in the same denunciation, proclaiming supply and demand' to be the only true and rightful regulator of the price of labor as of the price of pig iron. "While protesting against restrictions upon the production of wealth they have ignored the monstrous injustice of its distribution, and have treated as fair and normal that competition in which human beings, deprived of their natural opportunities of employing themselves, are compelled by bit* ing want, to bid against one another.
All this is true. But it is also true that the needs of labor require more than kind words, and are not to be satisfied by such soft phrases as we address to a horse when we want to catch him that we may put a bit in his mouth and a saddle on his back. Let me ask those who- are disposed to regard protection as favorable to the aspirations of labor, to consider whether it can be true that what labor needs is to be protected ?
To admit that labor needs protection is to acknowledge its inferiority; it is to acquiesce in an assumption that degrades the workman to the position of a dependent, and leads logically to the claim that the employe is bound to vote in the interest of the employer who provides him with work. There is something in the